Christopher Fetherston

WORK EXPERIENCE

Staff Engineer, Growth - Reddit
2023 to Present » San Francisco CA « reddit.com

Staff tech lead and principal contributor to Reddit's growth
from 20M to 100M daily active users, partnering closely
with product and organizational leadership to drive high-
impact initiatives.

« Architected shared media capture initiative, driving 500K+
net new DAU

- Tech lead for a new LLM-driven onboarding system that
significantly improved retention and content relevance for
new and low-signal users

« Introduced new user identity model improving relevance
signals with minimal friction

+ Developed a company-wide content management system
that reduced developer overhead and unlocked self-serve
workflows for marketing, legal, and privacy teams

« Led cross-organizational alignment of growth initiatives
across legal, marketing, security, and product engineering
teams

Senior Software Engineer, i18n Growth - Reddit
2020 to 2023

« Built Reddit’s end-to-end translation platform (developer
tooling, Cl pipeline, and compilation systems), enabling
support for 40+ languages across web, mobile apps, and
200+ microservices

« Architected core foundations for internationalization,
localization, and server-side HTML streaming in Reddit’s new
custom web-component stack, replacing React and driving
major gains in performance, SEO, and mobile growth

« Established the foundation for machine translation at
massive scale, enabling translation of Reddit’s full content
corpus and driving 10M+ new DAU from international SEO

Director of Product Engineering - Tumblr, Inc.
20719 to 2021 « New York, NY « tumblr.com

Led the Community & Retention and Product Web teams for
a global social platform with 270M+ blogs and 550M monthly
users, owning strategy, execution, and delivery across all
client platforms.

- Directed multiple cross-functional initiatives including
Group Chat, modernization of Tumblr's web client, and
the platform-wide Communities hub across web, iOS, and

Android

- Led organizational planning, staffing, and roadmap
execution for two engineering teams through two company
acquisitions while maintaining consistently low attrition
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« Drove product and growth initiatives resulting in 12%
increase in web registrations, 30% increase in native app
installs, and 10% growth in DAU

+ Led large-scale migration of web features and systems to a
modernized architecture

Senior Engineering Manager - Tumblr, Inc. 2015 to 2019
Led engineering for core engagement and messaging
initiatives across web, iOS, and Android, driving large-scale
product launches and platform capabilities for hundreds of
millions of users.

- Directed rapid cross-platform development of Tumblr's
2016 election engagement features, launched in 2.5 weeks
to help millions locate polling places

« Built and scaled Tumblr’s real-time messaging platform,
including its first web sockets infrastructure, powering the
launch of Group Chat

« Led initiatives that increased Messaging DAU by 15% and
new conversations by 13%

« Delivered Year in Review experiences across all client
platforms, significantly increasing user engagement

Product Engineer, Tumblr, Inc. - 2014 to 2015

Lead contributor on the Dashboard team across web and
iOS, driving performance, engagement, and core user
experience improvements.

« Re-architected major dashboard features with a focus on
performance and usability, increasing adoption by 13%

- Served as technical lead for Tumblr Explore, improving
content discovery and surfacing top platform content

« Presented internally and at industry conferences on client
performance optimization and engineering practices

SVP of Technology, CAIS Group
July 2013 to September 2014 « New York, NY

4th technical hire responsible for the entire front end
technology and strategy. Financial technology start-up
building an end-to-end solution for wealth management
professionals.

Front End Developer & Designer, RealDirect
November 2010 to July 2013 « New York, NY

3rd technical hire and directly responsible for front end
technology as well as entire corporate identity. RealDirect
was acquired by Zillow in 2019. Our work was featured in
TechCrunch and captured 10% NYC real estate market share
in 18 months.

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Bachelor, Montclair State University May 2007
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